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   The Howard County Firefighters Football Team will host their 8th Annual “Bragging Rights Football Tournament” on November 19th and 20th, 2011. Many teams from Maryland and other East Coast States, such as New York, New Jersey and Virginia will come to compete in the tournament known as “The Toughest Weekend In Sports”. The teams will be made up from members that put their life on the line daily – but chose to take a weekend to help raise money for charity and compete in a friendly competition against other Firefighters, Police Officers, Military Personnel and Citizens.
  Teams will battle the entire weekend for the 2011 Championship, while raising money to help support two separate charities; the Muscular Dystrophy Association (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund. All donations/sponsorships are totally tax deductible. The MDA, (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund are registered with the IRS, as a 501c organization and all donations are tax deductible. 
   The Muscular Dystrophy Association is the world’s largest non-governmental sponsor of research seeking the causes of and effective treatments for neuromuscular diseases, sponsoring some 400 research projects annually. Comedian/Actor Jerry Lewis is the MDA National Chairman and has spent decades of Labor Day weekends raising money during the annual telethon.                                                                          www.mda.org
   The Howard Heroes Fund is a non-profit charitable organization designed to facilitate assistance to firefighters in the State of Maryland who have experienced a catastrophic loss through the line of duty accident, a common accident, by sickness, natural death or for any other reason deemed appropriate by the Howard Heroes Fund. 

                                                                                             www.howardheroesfund.org

   Since the tournament is so close to Thanksgiving, we will also be conducting a food drive to help feed needy families during the Holidays. Non perishable foods can be dropped off at the games or at any Howard County Fire & Rescue Fire Station. Monetary donations for the food drive will also be accepted as well.
 This Charity tournament was established in 2004.  In 2006, the tournament debuted on the Nationally Televised Ace of Cakes, which is aired on the Food Network. A special episode was filmed and aired on the Food Network that showed the making of a very special cake, a Fire Engine with a special memorial flag remembering those of 9-11, made specifically for the 2006 Bragging Rights Tournament.  So if you happen to see the episode, you will see our 15 minutes of fame and meet the firefighters that will be raising money for charity.
   We understand that the economy is at an all time low and have sponsor packets starting as low as $10 and will take any donation available to help the 2 charities that are in need of support.  
  Enclosed is a Sponsorship Packet to help promote your business. Packets can be mailed or an IAFF Local 2000 Firefighter will personally pick the packet up at your place of business. Checks can be made to “Howard County Professional Firefighters””, memo section: “Flag Football Fund Raiser”.  Please mail packets to: 

Howard Co. Professional Firefighters

Bragging Rights Football

Attn.: D.J. Marasco
Tournament Director
1204 Cattail Commons Way

Denton, Maryland 21629

   Immediately after the tournament weekend, the proceeds will be totaled and the Howard County Professional Firefighters will present the MDA, (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund with a check totaling the amount raised from the tournament. The money will then be used to help with research, send kids to camp, help find a cure and help an injured firefighter and their family in the State of Maryland
   If you have sponsored our department in the past, we thank you again. We hope that you will be able to donate this year. With your help, we can have another successful tournament and help a person in need. Usually firefighters are not the ones asking for help, we are the ones providing it…..Today we are in need of your help, please donate.
 Below are the charities that have benefited from our efforts:
2004- Howard Co. Firefighters Benevolence Fund (Helping Firefighters and their families)

2005- Howard Co. Firefighters Benevolence Fund (Helping Firefighters and their families)

2006- John Hopkins Pediatric Cardiology (Helping Kids with Heart Defects)

2007- Maryland For Our Military (Helping our wounded U.S. Troops)

2008- Maryland For Our Military (Helping our wounded U.S. Troops)
2009- Muscular Dystrophy Association (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund

2010- Muscular Dystrophy Association (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund

2011- Muscular Dystrophy Association (Jerry’s Kids) and the Howard Heroes Fund
Please help your local firefighters raise much needed money to help fund research and find a cure, send a kid to camp and help an injured Firefighter and their family when in need!
Sincerely,  
D.J. Marasco

Howard County Professional Firefighter
Bragging Rights Football Tournament Director

------------------------------------www.braggingrightsfootball.com---------------------------
